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2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet 



70, 



^^^Smmo^^^^' c Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of . 



sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
t rSTI Basis of the report 



Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion 



with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



Lack of unity of invention 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

17 March 2003 (17.03.03) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 

Facsimile No. 
FormPCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (July 1998) 



Date of completion of this report 

02 September 2003 (02.09.2003) 



Authorized officer 
Telephone No. 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 




Inte: 



application No. 

PCT/JP03/03203 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages . 

pages 

pages 



□ 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 



pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



_ , as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



_ , filed with the letter of 



| 1 the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 



, as originally filed 

filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I | the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1 (b)). 
I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I 1 the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



5 I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
' I — ' beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70.17). 

**Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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InternatiSPPrpplication No. 

PCT/JP03/03203 



m. Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



1. Hie questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be 
industrially applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

I | the entire international application. 

claims Nos. 4-15 



because: 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. _ . 
relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary exarnination (specify): 



□ the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. . 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



□ the claims, or said claims Nos. are so inadequately supported 

by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 4-15 



2. A meaningful international preliminary examination cannot be carried out due to the failure of the nucleotide and/or amino acid 
sequence listing to comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the Administrative Instructions: 

| | the written form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 

U the computer readable form has not been furnished or does not comply with the standard. 
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IV. Lack of unity of invention 



1. In response to the invitation to restrict or pay additional fees the applicant has: 
restricted the claims. 
1 I paid additional fees. 
I I paid additional fees under protest 

neither restricted nor paid additional fees. 



□ This Authority found that the requirement of unity of invention is not complied with and chose, according to Rule 68.1, 
not to invite me applicant to restrict or pay additional fees. 



3. This Authority considers that the requirement of unity of invention in accordance with Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3 is 
I I complied with. 

not complied with for the following reasons: 

This international patent application includes six inventions that do not comply with the requirement 
of unity of invention. 
Main invention: claims 1-3 
Second invention: claims 4 and 9 
Third invention: claims 5 and 8 
Forth invention: claims 6 and 7 
Fifth invention: claims 10-14 
Sixth invention: claim 15 

Document: JP, 4-317929, A (Canon Inc.), November 9, 1992 (11.09.92) 

As a result of examining claims 1-3 as the "initially described invention (main invention)," it is 
found that the features described in claims 1 and 2 are disclosed in the aforementioned prior art 
documents, and thus do not appear to be novel. 

Therefore, the feature described in claims 1 and 2 is not recognized as a "special technical 
feature" under PCT 13.2, second sentence. 

In addition, in comparing claim 3 with the above prior art, the "special technical feature" of the 
main invention is found to be "a paper sheet package, wherein a part of a package material is 
constituted in a foldable manner by cutting off a certain part of unused package material." 

Meanwhile, in comparing claims 4 and 9, claims 5 and 8, claims 6 and 7, claims 10-14, and 
claim 15, with the aforementioned prior art, the "(current) special technical feature" of all of the 
second through sixth inventions differs from the "special technical feature" of the aforementioned 
main invention. 

Therefore, no technical relationship including one or more identical or corresponding special 
technical features is found to exist between the main invention and the second through sixth 
inventions. 



4. Consequently, the following parts of the international application were the subject of international preliminary examination 
in establishing this report: 

I I all parts. 

the parts relating to claims Nos. lr2 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 3 YES 

Claims ^2 NO 

Inventive step (IS) Claims YES 

Claims 1-3 NO 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-3 YES 

NO 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 4-317929, A (Canon Inc.), November 2, 1992 (11.02.92) 
Document 2: Microfilm of the specification and drawings annexed to the written application of 
Japanese Utility Model Application No. 27578/1972 (Laid-Open Utility Model No. 104334/1973), 
(Ricoh Company, Ltd.), December 5, 1973 (12.05.73) 

The inventions relating to claims 1 and 2 are described in document 1 cited in the international 
search report, and thus does not appear to be novel or involve an inventive step. 

The invention relating claim 3 does not appear to involve an inventive step based on document 
1 and document 2 cited in the international search report. 
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